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Encouraging year for 2010 new car registrations as figures end up 1.8% on 2009

1. The 2010 market rose by 35,847 units to 2,030,846 units, ending 1.8% up on 2009 figures. 
1. The fleet market rose by over 10% in 2010, but private volumes slipped following the end of the Scrappage Incentive Scheme (SIS).
1. Registrations fell 18.0% in December to 123,817 units.
1. The market is forecast to decline by 5% in 2011 to 1.93 million units as difficult market conditions continue.

“2010 was a year of recovery for the motor industry with new car registrations up 1.8% on 2009,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive. “Economic conditions remain extremely challenging, but industry expects demand to strengthen in the second half of the year. Competition in the retail sector will intensify as the industry seeks to re-balance demand across its new and used car and service and repair business. UK motor manufacturing recovered particularly well in 2010 and the outlook is for further steady growth this year.” 
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Monthly new car registrations, 2008-2010, incl SIS


Cumulative new car registrations, 2009 and 2010



Notes:
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £40 billion turnover and £8.5 billion value added. With over 700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 9% of total UK exports and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. For more details, download SMMT’s 11th annual Sustainability Report or Motor Industry Facts from the SMMT website. Visit the automotive information area of the SMMT website for the vehicle registration data archive.
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Annual new car registrations, 2000-2010
 (
New car registrations posted their first growth since 2007 in 2010, with a 1.8% rise to 2,03
0
,
846
 units.
The market remains 
around 15%
 
below pre-recession levels.
)
Diesel penetration, 2000-2010
 (
Diesel penetration rose to a new high of 46.1% in 2010.
W
ider availability of more fuel-efficient diesel-engined cars has increased appeal, particularly within the fleet and business markets.    
)
Average new car CO2 emissions, 2000-2010
 (
Constant innovation by vehicle manufacturers has seen CO
2
 
emission levels drop dramatically through the introduction of new fuel-efficient engines and technologies.
In 2010 CO
2
 
emissions 
fell a further 3.
5
% to 144.2g/km and were 
36.8
g/km or 
20.3
% below the 2000 level.
)




	December
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2010
	123,817
	62,507
	59,918
	1,392
	52,083
	64,003
	7,731

	2009
	150,936
	64,649
	85,312
	975
	83,319
	60,885
	6,732

	% change
	-18.0%
	-3.3%
	-29.8%
	42.8%
	-37.5%
	5.1%
	14.8%

	Mkt share '10
	
	50.5%
	48.4%
	1.1%
	42.1%
	51.7%
	6.2%

	Mkt share '09
	
	42.8%
	56.5%
	0.6%
	55.2%
	40.3%
	4.5%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2010
	2,030,846
	936,407
	1,071,574
	22,865
	958,005
	973,233
	99,608

	2009
	1,994,999
	832,456
	1,147,580
	14,963
	1,014,304
	882,415
	98,280

	% change
	1.8%
	12.5%
	-6.6%
	52.8%
	-5.6%
	10.3%
	1.4%

	Mkt share '10
	
	46.1%
	52.8%
	1.1%
	47.2%
	47.9%
	4.9%

	Mkt share '09
	
	41.7%
	57.5%
	0.8%
	50.8%
	44.2%
	4.9%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Best sellers
	December
	 
	 
	 
	Full year 2010

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	1
	Astra
	5,377
	
	1
	Fiesta
	103,013

	
	2
	Corsa
	4,737
	
	2
	Astra
	80,646

	
	3
	Fiesta
	4,560
	
	3
	Focus
	77,804

	
	4
	MINI
	4,236
	
	4
	Corsa
	77,398

	
	5
	Focus
	3,831
	
	5
	Golf
	58,116

	
	6
	Polo
	3,724
	
	6
	Polo
	45,517

	
	7
	Golf
	3,267
	
	7
	207
	42,185

	
	8
	Qashqai
	2,841
	
	8
	3 Series
	42,020

	
	9
	Insignia
	2,587
	
	9
	MINI
	41,883

	
	10
	3 Series
	2,477
	 
	10
	Qashqai
	39,048



Early growth helps to overcome sharp slowdown in second half of 2010 as 2010 market rises to 2,030,846 units

· 2010 was a tale of two halves, with volumes up 19.9% in the first half of the year, but falling 13.8% in the second half. The step change was a reflection of the removal of the Scrappage Incentive Scheme in March 2010. Over 100,000 cars were registered through the scheme in 2010, around 5% of the total market. Whilst up 1.8% on 2009, the 2010 market was still the second lowest in the past decade and almost 375,000 units short of the 2007 levels. 

· Registrations fell by 18.0% in December, with the market a little below expectations. If scrappage volumes were removed completely from the 2009 December tally, then the 2010 December figure would have been up almost 6,000 units or 4.8%.

· Private registrations fell below one million units for only the second time in the past decade, dropping by 5.6% over the full year and by 37.5% in December. Fleet volumes were more resilient and grew by 10.3% over the full year. Business demand also rose in 2010 after a 42.8% rise in December. Fleet volumes are expected to sustain the market in 2011, whilst private demand will fall further - in part reflecting the loss of the scrappage scheme.

· UK-built cars outperformed the market, up 17.4% over year-to-date and 7.4% in December. The market share was the highest since 2005.

· Diesel penetration also rose to a record 46.1%, in part helped by growth of MPV and dual purpose (SUV) segments, which have a high diesel penetration, as well as the slowdown in petrol car sales post scrappage.

· The Ford Fiesta was the best selling new car for a second successive year in 2010 and Ford was again the bestselling brand, whilst in December Vauxhall was the top brand and the Astra was the best selling model. 

The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Providing that www.smmt.co.uk is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only.  Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT. January 2011 new car registration figures will be released at 9:00am, 4 February 2011.
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